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efforts. On the contrary, the new mystic emphasis on the individual
and his worldly experience helped him overcome the abstract ra-
tionalism of medieval science. There is no direct link between
magic and mysticism, however. The only trait they have in common
is that modern readers find both obscure.
4)   Cabbala (Kabbalah in Hebrew) is a neo-platonic and her-
metic philosophy as preserved in the oral teachings of the rabbis.
Paracelsus only had second-hand knowledge of it. His references are
undoubtedly to the so-called older cabbala-----the fraternity of magi,
alchemists, and astrologers who believed that their studies of num-
bers, letters, names, stars, and stones would result in the conquest of
evil and the coming of Messiah. The younger cabbala, which de-
veloped toward mystic religion in Paracelsus' own time, was un-
known to him.
5)  The magicians of today are not astrologers, but forecasters who
relate stockmarket fluctuations to mysterious waves and zones on a
chart, the rise and decline of a nation to the myth of a "culture cycle"
or of a quasi-biological process of aging; or to the allegedly inevi-
table "progress" of an allegorical personage called History, Race,
Dialectics, or whatever, according to the philosophy of the speaker.
It is highly significant that such magical conceptions, which we
would not allow in physics or biology, still persist in the social and
political sciences. For indeed, our ways of handling our public af-
* fairs are highly irrational, and the individual citizen has little in-
sight into the- forces which form his destiny. The history which we
share in shaping is so ugly that we are ashamed to admit our own
responsibility for it. Rather than end wars and hunger of our
own volition, we try to believe that blind, uncontrolled, unintelligi-
ble, metaphysical forces drive us and govern our destiny.
In the Midde Ages, it was much easier to see who made war and
who kept the grain in storage while people went hungry. Then,
what moved the universe and what made the individual tick was
the "mystery."